published in 1990 by Island Press. That book was compiled from papers delivered at a conference of the same name. It has long been on my shelf, and I have referred to it often. Forests Forever is an updated and expanded version of Understanding Forests, published in 1998. Berger has written five other books, including Restoring the Earth: How Americans Are Working To Renew Our Environment, first published in 1985.
Mr. Berger clearly has a long track record as an author and editor who has made substantial contributions to the literature of ecological restoration. Forests Forever is not, however, a book primarily or substantially about restoration. It is primarily a passionate, well-researched book on forest conservation. It includes discussion about forest ecology, public policy, natural resource history, and forest economics. It devotes a substantial number of pages to the United States Forest Service's historical and current role in forest management-a not very flattering portrayal of my ex-employer. Forests Forever was written at the tail end of the Bush Administration, and it takes issue with much about federal forest policy.
Berger makes a strong argument for increasing national and international efforts at forest conservation. His scope ranges from forests of the Siberian Taiga to the Brazilian Amazon to Indonesia. But most of his attention is on the public forests of the western United States. He has nothing good to say about clearcutting as a forest management technique, but does seem to make room for fast-growing fiber plantations, like the hybrid poplars taking root on floodplains and valley floors of the Pacific Northwest. He devotes one chapter to "sustainable forestry," using examples primarily from California and the Pacific Northwest.
But most of the discussion of forestry and forest practices is negative. The colorful and familiar language of conservation advocates is used to make the case: industrial forestry, crushed vegetation, roads severing landscapes, carnage, and catastrophic erosion. As literature, the book is more polemic than academic or technical.
As a side note, I have just finished reviewing a Forest Service draft plan for restoration of a 32,000 hectare watershed of the Upper Willamette River in western Oregon. Having left that agency 13 years ago, I was amazed and heartened by this plan, which calls for integrated restoration of oak woodlands, mountain meadows, wetlands, and streams. It includes closing and decommissioning many miles of roads and the reintroduction of fire. Bull trout, once extirpated, have been successfully brought back to this watershed. I add this to point out that at least in some places Forest Service managers and staff seem to have moved solidly into restoration forestry, and they should be encouraged rather than continually beat over the head for past sins.
Chapter 12 of Berger's book is titled "Restoration Forestry." It provides an overview of restoration as applied to forests, promoting it as essential even if still experimental. Berger observes that forests are being destroyed much faster than they are naturally regenerating; thus restoration is required to help make up the difference. He suggests using careful analysis before undertaking restoration, however. His advice, consistent with the experience of many restoration practitioners, is to use restoration as a tool to help a forest heal itself. In other words, do not try to do all the work, but do just enough to provide successional processes with a fighting chance. My favorite phrase for this approach is, "leave the heavy lifting to nature itself."
In a nod to landscape ecology, Berger suggests that restoration should be planned within a landscape context that includes an understanding of the larger picture outside of the immediate site. Berger makes a good case for the need to involve local communities in restoration planning and implementation. He understands that forests are important to local economies and that restoration may be viewed as a threat by some.
Forests Forever is a good primer on forest conservation issues and a good value at under $50. Readers looking for detailed information on ecology or restoration will likely be disappointed. But those who desire a well-written and well-researched overview that links conservation, policy, economics, and a bit of restoration will enjoy it. Over 80 color plates with lengthy captions tell their own story and almost can be read and viewed as a book within a book. 
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